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TRADITION
MAINTAINED

A new tournament at Polo Club du Domaine de Chantilly recalled
historic links between France and Switzerland

The Mousquetaires steal the ball
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Gallant runners-up - Gardes Suisses

Formed to foster Franco-Swiss
friendship, with the emphasis
on cultural, commercial and

political exchanges, the Swiss-based
charity Fondation 1792 is writing a new
chapter in the annals of polo.

At the end of September, in the
beautiful setting of Polo Club du Domaine
de Chantilly, the charity inaugurated
what should become a red-letter event in
the French polo calendar – the
International Parmigiani Swiss Guards
Polo Cup.

The tournament should not only
help Fondation 1792 to continue in
promoting the long relationship between
the two countries, but also maintain the
memory of the Gardes Suisses and their
long service to the kings of France.
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Action in the beautiful setting of Polo Club du Domaine de Chantilly

CORPS DES MOUSQUETAIRES

Bob Rademaker 1
Tomi Ussher 5
Raya Venkata Raman 0
Guy Draps 0 6

GARDES SUISSES

Stéphane Macaire 4
Gaetan Gosset 2
Max Mendel -1
William Berry -1 4

Raised by King Louis XIII in 1616,
the regiment formed the personal
bodyguard of the monarch inside his
palace. While defending the Tuileries
Palace against the Parisian revolutionary
mob on 10 August 1792, hundreds of the
guards were massacred, and others later
slaughtered in prison. The regiment was
reorganized in 1815 but finally dismissed
by King Charles X after his abdication on
2 August 1830.

Traditional rivals of the Swiss
Guards were of course the Corps des
Mousquetaires, an equally prestigious
body of infantry created by King Louis in
1622 as his outside guard. Dissolved in
1816, they provided a not altogether
factual basis for Alexandre Dumas’s
celebrated novel, The Three Musketeers.

The inaugural Swiss Guards Polo
Cup saw the Gardes Suisses, sponsored by
Bank Wegelin & Co, take to the field
under their captain Stéphane Macaire,
one of France’s leading players. Opposing

them were the Bugatti-sponsored Corps
des Mousquetaires, captained by Bob
Rademaker, and players wore specially-
designed shirts – Swiss red for the guards,
French blue for the musketeers – from La
Martina.

An exciting two-hour match, held
before a select group of 150 guests from all
over the world, eventually saw the Corps
des Mousquetaires ride out the winners,

7-51⁄2.The event was covered by Swiss
Television, which should generate even
greater interest in next year’s tournament.
Certainly, sponsors Parmigiani were
delighted with the day – Jean-Marc Junot,
a member of the board, said: “We are very
pleased to have been part of the launch of
this new tradition for the Fondation
1792, and look forward to participating in
the years to come.”

Corpes des Mousquetaires with the cup


